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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

Claim Objections 

Claims 6 and 7 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

Regarding claim 6, the claimed, "process of the adjusting operation triggered by 
the timing information is different from that of the adjusting operation which is performed 
at other timings" is unclear. It can not be determined what is "other timings" in relation to 
the previously claimed language. 

Regarding claim 7, the claimed, "the adjusting operation which is triggered by the 
timing information than the operation process that is performed at other timings" is 
unclear. It can not be determined what is "other timings" in relation to the previously 
claimed language. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 

States. 

Claims 1-7 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Nakazato (JP 2001-154429). 
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Regarding claims 1 and 13, Nakazato teaches, "An image forming apparatus 
comprising: an image forming section which includes a latent image carrier (21) which is 
constructed to carry an electrostatic latent image and a charger unit (22) which charges 
the latent image carrier to a predetermined surface potential, wherein an electrostatic 
latent image, which is formed on a surface of the latent image carrier, is developed (23) 
with toner to form a toner image; and a controller unit which performs an adjusting 
operation to adjust operating conditions (paragraphs [0037-0038]) of the image forming 
section based on a density detection result of a toner image which is formed by the 
image forming section as a patch image [0032-0041], wherein the controller unit 
determines execution timing of the adjusting operation based on timing information 
related to variation over time in charge property of the latent image carrier (count value 
reaches a predetermined number, related to fatiguing of photoconductive drum, see 
[0032-0034])." 

Regarding claim 2, Nakazato teaches, "wherein the controller unit performs the 
adjusting operation when the timing information reaches a predetermined threshold 
value [0032-0034]." 

Regarding claim 3, Nakazato teaches, "wherein the controller unit uses 
information on remaining service life of the latent image carrier as the timing information 
(see at least [0032-0034])." 

Regarding claim 4, Nakazato teaches, "wherein the controller unit uses an 
integrated value of the operation amount of the latent image carrier as the timing 
information [0040]." 
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Regarding claim 5, Nakazato teaches, "wherein the controller unit uses 
information on remaining service life of the charger unit as the timing information 
(charge is used in sync, with the photoconductive drum since they are used together, 
see at least [0032-0041])." 

Regarding claim 6, as best the examiner can ascertain from the language of the 
claims, Nakazato teaches, "wherein the controller unit executes the adjusting operation 
at necessary timing according to a status of individual parts (photoconductive drum) of 
the apparatus, and process of the adjusting operation triggered by the timing 
information is different from that of the adjusting operation which is performed at other 
timings [0032-0034]." 

Regarding claim 7, as best the examiner can ascertain from the language of the 
claims, Nakazato teaches, "wherein the controller unit performs more simplified 
operation process for the adjusting operation which is triggered by the timing 
information than the operation process that is performed at other timings (temperature, 
see [0043-0045], monochrome or only color [0032-0034 & 0058])." 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 8-12 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

Regarding claims 8-9, the prior art does not teach or suggest the claimed, 
"wherein the controller unit controls charge property of the latent image carrier by 
adjusting the amount of current which is supplied to the discharging electrode based on 
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the timing information, as well as executing the adjusting operation when the amount of 
current is changed", along with the remaining claimed subject matter. 

Regarding claims 10-12, the prior art does not teach or suggest the claimed, 
"wherein the controller unit controls charge property of the latent image carrier by 
adjusting the charging bias based on the timing information, as well as executing the 
adjusting operation when the charging bias is changed", along with the remaining 
claimed subject matter. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to RYAN D. WALSH whose telephone number is (571 )272- 
2726. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:00am-5:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Gray can be reached on 571-272-21 19. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Ryan D Walsh/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2852 



